CIPRO' (ciprofloxacin hydrochl oride) is a registeredtrademark of Bayer .
A 59-year-old woman was admitted to the emergency room awake and alert but vomiting. She had attempted suicide by ingesting lye a few hours earlier. Within minutes of her arrival, she developed respiratory distress and was intubated by the emergency room staff. One of the authors (KML) was consulted promptly, and she performed a microdirect laryngoscopy and tracheotomy in the operating room.
The patient was found to have extensi ve bums and early adhesions between her anterior tongue and lower lip. Laterally, the tongue was found to be adhered to her buccal mucosa. Extensive bums of the oral cavity and oropharynx were present, along with copious amount s of greenish-brown mucus. Examination of the larynx revealed a marked erythema and edema of both the false and true vocal folds, without a clear delineation of the ven- Figure 2 . The epiglottis is a strikingly bright yellow. Photography for this series is sponsored by Mentor Ophthalmics, Inc., manufacturers of POLYTEF PASTE. For further information, please call 800·992·7557. tricle (figure I). The appea rance of the epiglottis was striking in its bright yellow color (figure 2). Copious secretions were also arising fro m the left ventric le ( figure  3A) . Patchy eschar appe ared on both vocal folds and at the anterior commissure . Figure 3B illustrates the appearance of the left arytenoid cartilage , Following tracheotomy, fiberoptic bronchosco py was performed. Similar mucosal injury was seen in the tracheobronchial tree bilaterally. The patient did not regain con sciousness, and she died several weeks later as a result of multiple organ failure. Rat Hepatocyte DNA Repair Assay Micronucleus Test (Mice) Dominantl ethal Test (Mice) l ong-term carcinogenicity studies in mice and rats have been completed for ciprolloxacin. Afterdaily oral doses of 750mg/kg (mice) and250 mglkg (rats) wereadministered for up to.2 years, therewasno evidence that ciprofloxacin hadany car cinogenic or tumorigenic effects In these species. No long term studiesof CIPRO' HC OTI C suspension have been performedto evaluate carcinogenic potential.
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THE SOUND SOLUTION
• Fertility studies performedin rats at oral doses of ciprolloxacin upto 100mglkg/day revealed noevidence of impairment. This would beover 1000 times themaximum recommended clinicaldose of ototopicalciprotloxacln based upon body surface area, assuming total absorption of ciprofloxacin from theear of a patient treated wifh CIPRO' HCOTIClwice per day. l ong term studieshave not been performedto evaluate thecarcinogenic potential or the effect onfertility of topical hydrocortisone. Mutagenicity studies wi th hydrocortisonewere negative. Pregnancy: Teratogenic Effects. Pregn ancy Category C: Reproduction studies have been performed inrat sand mice using oral doses of upto 100mglkg and IVdoses up to 30 mglkg and haverevealed no evi dence of harm to the fetusas a result of ciprofloxacin. In rabbits, ciprofloxacin (30and 100 mg lkgorally) produ cedgastrointestinal disturbances reSUltingin maternal weight ioss andan increased inC idence of abortion, butno teratogenicitywasobservedat ei therdose. Aller intr avenousadministrationof doses upto 20 mglkg,no maternal toxi city was produced in the rabbit, and no embryotoxicity or teratogenicity was observed.
Corticosteroids aregenerall y teratogenic in laboratoryanimals when admi nistered systemically at relatively low dosage levels.The morepotentcorticosteroidshave been shown to beteratogenic after dermalapplication in laboratoryanimals. Animal reproductionstudies havenot beencond uctedwithCIPRO' HC OTIC. Noadequate andwell controll ed studies have been perf ormed in pregnant women. Caution should be exercised when CIPRO' HC OTICis usedby a pregnant woman. Nursing Mothers: Ciprofloxacin is excretedin humanmilkwith systemic use. It is not known whether ciprolloxacin is excreted in human milk followingtopical otic administ rati on. Because of the potential for seri ous adverse reactions in nursing infants, a decision should be made whet herto discontinue nursing or to discontinuethedrug, taking into account fhe importance of the drug to the mother. 
